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Trudy Horne’s Lace Dyeing Recipe

© 2009 Trudy Horne
3 tablespoons instant coffee

4 cups of hot water

4 tablespoons vinegar

Mix ingredients in a 2-3 qt. glass bowl.    Immerse wet lace in the coffee solution.  Swirl the lace around in the bowl to insure that dye penetrates lace evenly.  Start checking after 2 minutes.  Remove one end, rinse and pat dry with towel to see if the desired shade has been reached.  If not, continue soaking until desired color is achieved.

After dyeing, gently rinse lace in cool water until rinse water is clear. Roll up in a towel and press to remove excess water.  Finger press lace flat.  Iron lace while still slightly damp.

Notes on dyeing laces:

Since different laces require varying soaking times, testing a small swatch is the best way to achieve desired color.   

Coffee produces an ecru shade.  Plain tea will result in a more antique color that is slightly yellow. A mixture of coffee and tea produces a nice ivory shade.  Add 1 tea bag to the above solution and let steep for several minutes.  Remove the bag, stir ingredients, and dye lace as instructed. 

This dye can be used for batiste and linen fabric as well.  Multiply the recipe as needed to soak fabric in an ample amount of dye solution.

Wash fine laces, fabrics and hand-dyed items by hand with a lather made of Ivory soap and water.  Rinse thoroughly.
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